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Process and Form of Reed Mat for Development of

Thai Contemporary Art Furniture Design
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Abstract

Reed mat making process for development of Thai contemporary art furniture design was
researched in an experimental type which involved various functioned furniture. The design was inspired
by the shape of blossom lotus petals. The shape of blossom lotus petal has been one of unique
characteristics in Thai painting for a long time. Artists from the old days got their inspiration from nature.
The curve and soft outline of the pattern represents warmth and kindness of Thai people. Therefore, the
soft outline is the beginning of this design which comes in 3 types. Each type has its own functions but
shares the same inspiration from a blossom lotus petal. The rst type is a couch; second is an arm chair;
and the last is an end table. Questionnaires were used to collect data about effectiveness, utilization, and
function of reed mat. Statistics showed that the average of the couch was 4.39 which is in good level. The
couch could be the most suitable choice for development of reed mat furniture, due to its strong structure
and its capacity to carry heavy load. The reed was already used a mat to lie on. So, just shaping it into
a curve according to Ergonomics theory, it will become a very comfortable couch. This is one way to
improve the function of Thai contemporary furniture. Results also showed high satisfaction average rate
at 4.57 which are the highest score. Therefore, the couch is the best candidate to be applied into more
contemporary furniture with Thai art character.
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